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CANADA ALARMED AT CHURCH-STATE PRESSURE IN U.S. 


“The Roman Catholic hierarchy inthe United States has 
come out in the open and boldly advocated the union of Church 
and State. It is embodied in an extended statement issued No- 
vember 20 overthe signatures of the four cardinals (Dougherr 
ty, Mooney, Stritch and Spellman) five other archbishops (of 
Baltimore, Cincinnati, San Antonio, Boston and St. Louis) and 
four bishops (of Erie, Fort Wayne, Charleston, Toledo, 
and Columbus) who together constitute the administration 
board of the National Catholic Welfare Conference. The Doc- 
ument suggests that the United States must choose between 
what it calls ‘secularism’ and the union of church and state, 
at least so much union as to provide an immediate subsidy to 
Roman Catholic parochial schools. We feel that this is the 


main point in the preparation of the voluminous statement --- 


public money for the church schools. 

“The first of the hierarchy's statement which bears the edi- 
fying title of ‘‘The Christian in Action,** deals ina general 
way with the importance of applying Christian principles ir 
the home, in economic life and in citizenship. But the second 
part is nothing but a picture of the Roman Church in action. 
Its import is (a)that the First Amendment to the United States 
Constitution does not forbid federal aid to churches and that 
separation between church and state is not an American 
principle in either history or law; (b) that religion must be 
taught in public schools and the Roman Catholic religion in 
Roman Catholic schools aided by public money; (c) that a Su- 
preme Court decision given recently (The McCollum case 
handed down March 8, 1948) should be reversed in order to 
make this legally possible. 

“Here, itis plain the Roman (Catholic) Church is demand- 
ing what it does in every country where it has any strength, 
namely,the subsidizing of Roman Catholic schools through the 
public treasury, which actually means the subsidizing of the 
Church itself. Where conditions are ‘ideal,* as mentioned in 
the statement, the Roman (Catholic) Church and the State are 
united and all other churches are suppressed. In the United 
States, the Constitution hinders this realization, and so, as 
the bishops say, the Church must ‘adapt’ itself to conditions 
there, just as it adapts itself to conditions in Spain where 
Protestants are silenced and suppressed. This statement 
might we 11 be the opening gun for the campaign for special 
privileges for the Roman Church in America." --This editorial 
is from the Sentinel of Toronto, Canada, Dec. 16, issue. 


The AmericanHierarchy of the RomanCatholic Church State 
may deny that it favors the union of church and state while it 
Seeks state aid to its schools. The Hierarchy would enter this 
denialin the face of the encyclicals of Popes to the contrary 
48S Some of its members have done to confuse the American 
People. But Associate Justice Jacksonsaid in his dissent in the 
New Jersey school bus case: ‘'Catholic Education is the rock 
on which the whole structure rests, and to render tax aid to its 
church schools is indistinguishable to me from rendering the 
Same aid to the church itself.** 





NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON CHURCH AND STATE 


First Anniversary of P.O.A.U. 
Washington, D. C. 


January 26, 1949, Executive Committee Meeting at 10 A.M. 
and 2 P.M., Conference Room, National Education Associ - 
ation Building. (Dr. Louie D. Newton, presiding) 


January 27, 1949 (Dr. Edwin McNeill Poteat, presiding at 
all sessions). 


Executive Session and Business Meeting of National 
Advisory Council (84 members) at 10 A.M., National 
City Christian Church, Thomas Circle. 


First General Session at 2 P.M., National City Christ- 
ian Church. 

**Meaning of First Amendment"’ - Dr. Leo Pfeffer 
and E. Hilton Jackson. 

‘“*Religion and the Public Schools” - Dr. Charl 
Ormond Williams and Dr. Alvin W. Johnson. 

**Danger Spots"’ - Dr. Harold E. Fey and Dr. Clyde 
R. Miller. 

***Positive Objectives of POAU’* - Dr. Charles 
Clayton Morrison and Dr. Ellis H. Dana. 


Luncheon - National Advisory Committee and Officers. 
12:30 P.M., Oak Room, Burlington Hotel. 


Second General Session, 8 P.M., Constitution Hail. 
Organ Prelude - Homer Knowles, Organist 
Music - The School of Choirs, First Baptist Church, 
Washington, Dr. Harwood V. Hall Directing 
Prayer - Dr. Frederick F. Reissig. 
Music - Choir. 


Introduction of Executive Director - by Dr. J. M. 


Dawson. 

‘**The Mission of POAU”’ - Dr. Glenn L. Archer. 

Offering - Dr. Louie D. Newton. 

Music - Choir (Ruth Reumann Hall, Soloist). 

Presentation of Speaker - Dr. Charles Clayton 
Morrison. 

Address - Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, Co-President 
World Council of Churches. 

Benediction - Dr. J. Warren Hastings. 





Program Chairman - Dr. Frank H. Yost. 


Why not write your congressman urging that 
he attend the mass meeting in Constitution Hall 
on the 27th? We must not fail to do all in our 
power to safeguard America from the menace 
of clerical-fascism. 








. 








TAYLOR -- WHAT PRICE GLORY 

It is high time that the American public should k now of any 
specific benefits it has derived from the $300,000.00 spent to 
retain Myron C. Taylor as a special envoy tothe Vatican. 
This anomalous and ‘‘temporary’’ mission has lasted eight 
years amid widespread protest and without the approval of the 
United States Senate. It has produced ill feeling between catho- 
lics and non-catholics, because the plan discriminates between 
churches. Even many Roman Catholics who by nature, train- 
ing, and long history expect special privileges from the state 
are beginning to question the wisdom of the Taylor arrange - 
ment. Politically they see losses at home that overshadow 
gains abroad. Americans are dedicated to the principle of 
separation of churchand state, and they resent the implications 
of special privilege and church-state union in an unlawful and 
misleading ambassadorial representation. 


To date the plan of ‘enlightened national self interest’ has 
cost $40,000.00 annually in addition to the high cost of the 
lawful American embassy at Rome, and the ‘‘light’* shed is to 
wit: the Pope loves peace; the President loves peace; the Pope 
is pleased to know that the President wants peace; the Presi- 
dent is pleased to know that the Pope wants peace. The ‘‘self 
interest’’ cheerily enters, we suppose, from the fact that since 
both the Pope and President love peace everyone else should 
be for it too. The Taylor diplomatic mountain has moved and 
brought forth a mouse... the very same mouse we had in the 
kitchen all along. 

Mr. President, tell us what your man Taylor had done at the 
Vatican that the American embassy could not have done as 
well? 


A NEW YEAR’S MESSAGE FROM P.O.A,U. 


The year 1948 was 4 great year. In dying it leaves a testa- 
ment to 1949. Here are some things accomplished which 
will not easily be erased in the future shaping of mankind. 


1948 was the year POAU came into being as acalmly 
reasoned channel of information onthe subject of religious 
freedom and beceme recognized as the guardian inthe He- 
brew -Christian tradition of the Constitutional principle of 
Separation of church and state. 

1948 was the year when the Supreme Court by the McCollum 
decision made clear the full meaning of the First Amendment 
by forbidding that form of released time instruction where 
teachers of religion come into public school buildings and hold 


classes. 

1948 was the year when the citizens of North Dakota by over- 
whelming majority voted to ban the wearing of religious garb 
by teachers in public schools. 

1948 was the year when in New Mexico that Judge Hensley 
ruled that the state Constitution had been violated by members 
of the Roman Catholic orders teaching in state-supported 
schools. 

1948 was the year when the Hierarchy dared to denounce the 
U.S. Supreme Court and sought to inflameand confuse the 
public mind by saying that secularism (which they would make 
seem as atheism and communism rolled into one) had banned 
religionfrom tax-supported educationand was bent ondestroy- 
ing cooperation ‘between governments and organized religion. 

1948 was the year when in discussion of Federal Aid to Edu- 
cation it was made clear that the Roman Catholic Church open- 
ed the back door to the public treasury by using the device of 
welfare services to shift the cost of Parochial schools in- 
creasingly tothe states. (That is to say, through school 
lunches, free textbooks, free transportation, and so forth.) 

1948 was the year when the princes of the Vatican State in 
foreign lands bared the pattern of things to come in plotting 





revolt, engendering hate, and defying the state, rather than 
yielding feudal dominance in such lands as Hungary, Poland, 
Yugoslavia, and Czechoslovakia and the principles of Sepa- 
ration of church and state became written into law. 

1948 was the year the He brew-Christian tradition came 
closer to a common denominator and the unity of God ang 
brotherhood of man as exemplified in such things as Article 
18 of the international Declaration of Human Rights of the 


United Nationsand the acceleration toward the merger of sects _ 
and denominations exemplified in the great Amsterdam meet. | 


ing of the World Council of Churches. 

So as we start 1949, let us take a new lease on faith ang 
courage, idealism and intelligence in the affairs of man, go 
that we may do our utmost to help build both at home and a- 
broad a world community where justice and freedom sha]] 
prevail. 


PERHAPS THE END APPROACHES 


At an informal ceremony recently, President Truman pre- 
sented the Medal of Merit toMyronC. Taylor, his personal 
representative to the Vatican. The citation said, ‘‘On many 
missions to His Holiness and to other leaders in Church and 
State throughout Europe he has labored diligently... to promote 
peace and concord among nations... and to ameliorate the 
misery which inevitably follows in the wake of war."’ This 
might seem to indicate that the job he was to do is considered 
about finished. Such awards are not usually made when the 
work cited is stillin process. It will be recalled that the 
President has repeatedly said the envoy would be withdrawn 
when the efforts cited above had been accomplished. 


DE GAULLE PLEDGES SUPPORT FOR CHURCH SCHOOLS 


General deGaulle, leading contender to head a new govern- 
ment in France, for the first time has openly pledged to issue, 
when in power, aChristianeducation decree giving satisfaction 
to all Catholics. Speaking before the closing sessions of his 
party the R. F. P., deGaulle s-id that hundreds of church 
schools are on the verge of closing because they lack financial 
support. ‘*There is no reason"’, he said, ‘why private es- 
tablishments should not be given help.’’ All governments since 
the end of the war have refused subsidies to church schools. 
Should this be reversed, such subsidies would be an indirect 
levy on the American taxpayer. France is one of the largest 
recipients of Marshall Plan aid. 

Sek kak tte tek tee tee te ee ae 

St. Louis has reached a Ingical soiution to the religious in- 
struction problem. A Circuit Judge has just made permanent 
the temporary injunction granted last May against the local 
form of released time. The Metropolitan C hurch Federatio 
will not contest, since it is sponsoring after school classes 
thirty-nine churches. 

JO OE I tok ia i tok doi doit de tote sete ak 

Much of the bitter comment about the Supreme Court de- 
cision in the McCollum Case hinged on the charge that Mrs. 
McColium was an atheist. It was implied that the Supreme 
Court itself in ruling favorably on her action, was becomin 
a party to the advancement of atheism. It is now a pleasut 
to report that according to an article in the January CHURCH: 
MAN, Mrs. McCollum is not an atheist, but attends the Uni- 
tarian Church, and her three sons go regularly to the Unitaria 
Sunday School. It is too bad that jealous religionists, whether! 
they be Roman Catholic or Protestant, seem convinced thati 
secularism were overcome the world would be one happy am 
peaceful brotherhood. Wherever religion is taught in th 
public schools as she describes it in Champlain as pure af 
simple religious indoctrination, she says, ‘‘we have to depet 
upon the Jews to keep democracy free.** POAU numbers # 
mong its stalwart adherents an increasing number of those? 
Jewish faith. 
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PERTINENT COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Recently Cardinal Spellmanasserted ‘*‘The cancer of bigotry 
js penetrating America’s heart and undermining the funda- 
mental principles of its gospel of liberty’’. The Cardinal 
should remember that the only Christian creed in the world 
that does not recognize the existance of other forms of Christ- 
jan theology and dogma is the Roman Catholic Church. What 
the Cardinal is crying ‘‘wolf** about is the normal reaction of 
Americans not under his church who object to the tax support 
of parochial schools or indirect tax aid to promote the welfare 
of any specific religious sect. Let us not permit tolerance to 
betray us into accepting the judgment that a defense of the 
Constitution and the public treasury is ‘‘bigotry.’’ 
TIC IRR ROR Rt tea ta a Rete te te a 3 
It now seems clear that federal aid to education will be con- 
sidered by the Congress early in the present session. Senator 
Ellender of Louisiana says a bill similar to that passed by the 
Senate last year will be offered. This means that in order to 
protect the States from Federal Control a loophole may be left 
for those states which appropriate tax monies for church 
schools to allow application of federal funds to parochial text- 
books, bus fares, school lunch programs and other so-called 
welfare services. It is reported that the Roman Catholics 
have appropriated a million dollars to promote the passage of 
such a bill. Perhaps this knowledge will stir you to go among 
your friends urging contributions anew for the educative mis - 
sionof P. O. A. U. which organization opposes the use of public 
money for private or sectarian schools. Help us spread the 
truth to make men free. 
Feat ta tok okt ao a te 
The public press seems to be fighting shy of explaining the 
proposed Catholic army to be set up by the Catholic War Vet- 
erans organization. In this country the concensus has always 
been that no one sect should organize its army veterans into 
a close knit and militant force. The announcement of setting 
up an officers’ candidate school in Washington to fight against 
Communism is simply a device to lull the unthinking into ac- 
ceptance of a Catholic Army. Observing what has happened in 
European countries we can see the results of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church concentrating on the military in both rank and file. 
Do we want to risk repeating here Europe's disaster which be- 
gan with private armies and developed into totalitarianism 
and war? Use every means at your command to influence 
people so that they miay demonstrate the democratic will that 
non-government armies shall not be tolerated in our land. 
A i sok i doit ket 
We all recognize that religion and the problems of life are 
bound together. We live by faith and can't know all the facts, 
but faith doesn't meandodging facts. Let's look at the coming 
crop of seminary students who are toshow Americans the way. 
Protestant seminarians rose from 13 thousand in 1938 to 24 
thousand in 1947. Roman Catholics jumped from 16 thousand 
to 23 thousand; Jews 900 to 2 thousand. Thus almost as many 
priests are being prepared toserve their one -sixth of the nation 
as there are of all the ministers training to serve 257 protes- 
tant sects. Militancy and organization seem to produce re- 
sults today when most of us accept the indifference of ‘tam J 
my brother's keeper’’. 
JO I oi tok i detotetee tek ak 
Eleanor Roosevelt spoke out boldly in her recent column in 
THE LADIES’ HOME JOURNAL on the question of religion in 


‘the schools. She said, ‘*I do not think that religion can proper- 


ly be taught in public schools. We decided long ago to sepa- 
rate church and state. The public schools, being financed and 
Tun by the state, should not teach religion to children. That 
should be the responsibility of the home and the church, pri- 
marily, though it may be possible in certain cases to work out 
Some form of spiritual expression which is acceptable to all 
the children in a school."’ 


















































What do we mean by Catholic influence? We must distinguish 
clearly between the power seeking prelate who would under- 
mine our form of government and mold us all through legis- 
lation in an ultimate goal of uniting Church and State and the 
humble Catholic follower whose only fault is a blind faith in 
leaders who regard him as a tool. We mean by Catholic in- 
fluence the fact that motion pictures increasingly extol Catholic 
priests, Catholic rituals and customs. We mean the fact that 
the greatest journals of mass circulation bothnewspapers and 
magazines are so fearful of boycott that they will not publish 
the slightest criticism of the Catholic church, of individual 
bishops or of priests. Too many average Americans long ac- 
customed to the habit of religious tolerance will say to these 
arguments, *‘Oh! It isn’t that serious yet’’. How serious it is 
can best be measured by the fact of a political veto power so 
painfully evident even thoughthe population of the United States 
is only 16 per cent Roman Catholic. 

SS OO a i sok tototeiok 


When Father Cavanaugh addressed the opening of the school 
year at Notre Dame, he raised the cry again of ‘*double tax- 
ation’’ in arguing that public tax money should help support 
parochial schools. His words of condemnation were ‘‘the de- 
liberate exploitation of the public school systemat the expense 
of the private, religious schools.’ What the distinguished 
Father really desires is that America should have the public 
school system supplemented by a parochial school system 
under the control of ‘‘the one true church."* 

fea et a aR RC ae ea ae ee ae ae ae ae oe ae ae 

Article 18 of the Declaration for Human Rights, to be adopt 
ed by the United Nations reads as follows: ‘*Everyone has the 
right to freedom of thought, conscience, and religion; this rig 
includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedo 
either alone or incommunity with others and in public o 
private, tomanifest his religion or beliefs in teaching, practice, 
worship, and observance.'* So is spelled out the definite ob 
jectives of separating church and state on a global basis. Wil 
Spain, Italy, Portugal, Greece, and many Latin America 
countries please take note. It is heartening that Pakistan 
where the Mosler religion has been recently violently upheld 
in warring with her sister state of India, was willing toen 
dorse this principle. 

eC i ai iat ikke fet a ak aka ae 

W hile the final decision of the courts on the New York 
scheme of released time religious instruction is still awaited 
public opinion seems to be showing its verdict. There is 
sizeable decrease in the number of public schools children tak 
ing part inthe program this year as compared with last year 
although total enrollments in public schools are increasing 
The program in New York differs from that ruled unlawful ir 
Champlain, Illinois,in that religious training is not given 
in public school buildings. 

AG i oi tii i dakota ie ake ake teak 

Would you say with us ‘'We denounce all forms of tyranny, 
economic, political or religious, which deny liberty to men. 
We utterly oppose totalitarianism, wherever found, in which a 
state arrogates toitself the right of determining men’s thoughts 
and actions instead of retognizing the right of each individual 
to do God's will according to his conscience. In the same way 
we oppose any church which seeks to use the power ofth 
state to enforce religious conformity. We resist all endeavor 
to spread asystem of thought or of economics by unscrupulous 
intolerance, suppressionor persecution.’’ This statement was 
adopted this summer at Amsterdam by the World Council a 
Churches. We think it should also be a plank in the platfor 
of patriotic Americans as we screen the uses to which ta 
payers money through Marshall Plan aid is put. We cannot be 
consistent about resisting raids on the public treasury at home 
for sectarian purposes without being concerned with results 
obtained through our money spent abroad. 

fe a a a a te ea oe a ae pk ae a ak 








GREAT LEADER DIES 


**Dr. Arthur J. Todd, educator and manager of the Wash- 
ington office of the committee on publication, First Church 
of Christ, Scientist, died in Boston late in November. As a 
founding member of the executive committee of P.O.A.U. we 
deeply mourn his passing. Dr. Todd, native of California, 
studied there and 1lso in France and Munich and réceived 
his Phd. at Yale. He had taught sociology at Northwestern; 
was director of industrial relations for Kuppenheimer and Co. 
and had served as examiner for the War Labor Board. He 
was author of more than a dozen books on social progress 
and was a member of many learned societies in the field of 
social weltare. Mr. James Watt replaces Dr. Todd on our board 


EERE EEE EE EEE EE ES 


Dr. Glenn L. Archer, recently said; ‘‘Our heritage of true 
religious liberty can never be secure so long as the Roman 
Catholic Church Political seeks public support of its private 
schools; so long as it seeks special privilege in all depart- 
ments of government, whether state or federal; so long as 
unlawful ambassadorial representation exists with a foreign 
church state; so long as local school boards are manipulated 
to teach a particular religion at public expense; so long as 
public treasuries are raided in countless ways for a special 
church; so long as the war against secularism is a mere 
smoke screen behind which to destroy the public school sys- 
term and so long as the scare of communism is a propaganda 
device to unite Catholics and divide and conquer non-Cath- 
olics.’"’ 

**America is not required to choose between communism 
on one hand and ecclesiastical fascism on the other. We still 
can make democracy work--a democracy where banning of 
books and magazines is not the order of the day; a democracy 
where the state is neverused, or sought to be used, as au 
instrumentality to force upon people the religious belief of a 
foreign church state; a democracy in which people count and 
are not merely counted. The organization which I represent 
intends to work quietly, peaceably, and perseveringlyto guar 
antee religious liberty to all with special priviieges to none.”’ 


CREE ERA ER EE EE EEE EE 
Your non-profit, educational membership corporation 
needs funds - new members - public awakening 
through literature distribution. Probably you are do- 
ing something about all these things. We urge you to 
domore. Don't delay. Use the coupon and order form 
below to further strengthen the cause of P.O.A.U. 
ote ae ae he oe oe ake ok ke 
@. Separate Church and State Now 
by J. M. Dawson - Just off press .. $2.50: 
b. Assorted Literature (25 items) .$1.00 
Items below 5¢ ea. 
i 50¢ per doz. $4.90 per 100 
% “,.¢. The POAU Manifesto. 
a 6 ° > a: Shadows over our Schools. 
“>. e. Oxnam Reply to Cushing. 
McCollum Case Explained. 
School, State & Church 
.. h. The Open Letter. 
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*%*. United We Stand, 
Divided 


We Fail 





KENTUCKY PAPER SPEAKS BOLDLY 


The Louisville Courier editorially says that: ‘*Rev. F.N. Pitt, 
Secretary of the Catholic School Board, is skating onvery thin 
ice indeedin urging that public funds be provided for religious 
education. He is correct in claiming that the Catholic contrj- 
bution to education is tremendous. So is the Protestant con. 
tribution - and it is worth recalling that some Protestant 
groups, like the Catholics, look with recurrent fondness on the 
idea that the state should help to foot their religious education 
bills. 

‘*The once -revolutionary demand for complete separation of 
church and state is imbedded in the United States Constitution 
and in the constitution of every one of the 48 states. The Su- 
preme Court ruled only last March that under this principle 
even religious instruction in public-school buildings is un- 
constitutional. 

**Father Pitt’s contention that Soviet Russia and the United 
States are the only countries in the world which do not provide 
funds for religious education is both irrelevant and incorrect, 
The American principle of complete separation of church and 
state was the law of the land more than a century before the 
Soviets arrived to haunt the international scene, and if Russia 
had borrowed a few more sound American principles the world 
would be a happier place today. 

**We have not checked the practices of every country in the 
world but one shining addition to Father Pitt's list is immedi- 
ately obvious. One of the first sweeping reforms made in Japan 
by General Douglas MacArthur, as devout a Christian as ever 
wore a uniform, was the separation of church and state. It 
was a badly needed reform, and it ought to stick. 

**In his remarks to the alumnae of Ursuline Academy, Father 
Pitt admitted but minimized, we think, the danger that govern- 
ment control of church schools might accompany public aid. 
A religious minority such as the Catholics of this country might 
rue the day indeed when a Protestant majority insisted ona 
moneybag right to a share in the control of all religious school 
programs. The Founding Fathers foresaw this and other di- 
visive dangers inthe church-state idea and wisely moved to 
avoid them. 

**Protestant States inthe past persecuted Catholic minor- 
ities, and ‘Catholic States’ persecuted Protestant minorities. 
That the denger of this is not merely historic but ever-present 
is shown by Catholic Spain today. It was only yesterday that 
press reports described the situation in that unhappy country. 
Protestants, were being deprived of civil rights and ration 
cards, forced to send their children to Catholic Schools, dis- 
turbed at worship, and frequently jailed on the pretext that they 
were Communists. Reverse the situation in Spain or any other 
country by putting a Protestant church-state in power, and this 
dismal hangover from the Middle Ages would no doubt be i- 
dentical. This newspaper observed at that time that the only 
guarantee of freedom of religion les in keeping church and 
state completely separate. Permit the state to subsidize 
organized religion by aiding its schools and that separation 
vanishes. So, too, in time, would the American public school 
system, perhaps the finest single product of this democracy.” 

eRe EERE RHEE EK H 

If you are saving newsletters and therefore don’t w ish to 
clip the coupon opposite don’t fail to send in for literature. A 
brief note will do. Indicate items wanted a, b, c, etc - 

SEES EERE EERE REE ERE EE ES 

The old familiar outcry has just been sounded again by the 
Primate of Belgium at the Second National Congress of Belgian 
Catholic Action. He called for Catholics to form a solid ‘block 
against government attempts to secure control of education. 
The Cardinal said ‘‘a moment will come when political actio 
and Catholic action are one. I believe this moment has alread) 
come for Belgium's Catholics, and I therefore appeal to them 
to defend the cause of religion, which is threatened by Protes- 
tant maneuvers....Without Christian education, man would be 
nothing but a pagan loaded with more or less necessary inte- 
lectual luggage.** This violent attack was brought on by re- 
ported plans of the government to build state schools that would 
rival and compete with Catholic schools. 
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